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The pphints mechanism was deliberately implemented to only contain information regarding code that exists in the fully preprocessed output.

The unfortunate result of that choice is that we lose a great deal of information about:

how preproc directives executed and the choices that the preprocessor made (e.g. conditionals)

expansions (references and includes) that occurred inside preprocessor directives

expansions (references) that occurred inside an include reference

scoped and global defines at each level of the processing

Providing these details would make it much easier to debug.  It also would allow for interesting analyses to be calculated (e.g. all locations where a

SCOPED-DEFINE is referenced).
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